Members of the Membrane Attack Complex / Perforin-like / Cholesterol Dependent Cytolysin pore forming protein superfamily (MACPF/CDC) perform key but divers roles throughout all kingdoms of life. Some of these include bacterial pathogenecity factors, fungal defense toxins, animal venoms and metazoan immunity. Two key MACPF/CDC toxins used by vertebrates to target bacteria include the terminal complement pathway complex, the Membrane Attack Complex (MAC), and MPEG, a protein found within the phagosomes of macrophage.
